
1HERSA1 A068

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Sat 9.30am-5pm

Sunday 10am-4pm

Sydney Tel: 9659 0122
www.desksetc.com.au

Shop 7, Castle Hill Homemaker Centre,
Cnr Victoria Ave & Gladstone Rd,

Castle Hill (entrance off Gladstone Rd)

Custom Design | Classic to Modern Range | Home office to Corporate fi touts

A custom office 
just for you... FLOOR

STOCK 
SALE

68 DOMAIN The inspired home SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2012
THE SUN-HERALD

Think warm: think of autumn leaves

Colourful palette . . . tones that add a touch of gold. Photo: Rikki Stubbs

Rikki Stubbs
The House Whisperer

AUTUMN comes as a welcome
change from the frenetic activity of
summer. The texture of the day
shifts and we move with it. Autumn
is a gentle, quiet time – a time to
transit from living more outside our
homes to starting to move inside.

I was curious when a friend who
works for the Historic Houses Trust
said she takes time off work after
Easter to prepare for winter.

“We roll out a large, white flokati
rug over our bare floorboards. The
winter white completely changes the
look and feel of our apartment,’’
Tabitha says. ‘‘We have different
types of throws for the sofa for our
two cats and dog. I particularly like
the zebra one. In the bedroom, all the
bedding changes to warmer colours
and fabrics.”

This ritual makes her feel better
about winter coming on and, at the
end of winter it’s liberating to take
up the rugs again, she says.

For another idea artist, cook and
author Jules Francoise changes her
plates and her tablecloths from

white to yellow in autumn. Slow-
cooked autumn soups of root vege-
tables fill the house with warm
aromas, while gumnuts and golden
grevillea look beautiful and add to
the house’s atmosphere.

Even in a temperate city like
Sydney, we can prepare our homes
and ourselves for the winter months.

Take a walk and notice the subtle
changes around you. Warm up your
home with a colour palette inspired
by the leaves beneath your feet —
yellow ochre, rust reds, aubergine
and olive greens. Your bedroom
quilts and cushions can be warm and
textural. Flannelette sheets can be
nice. I found never-used, stylish, vin-
tage ones in an op shop.

Roll out those rugs – small ones in
places you don’t always need them –
in a hallway or near your bed, so you
have something warm and soft
underfoot on those crisp early morn-
ings. Throws folded on your sofa are
comforting – my favourite is a
woven, wool missoni in deep pinks,
purple and chocolate brown.

These small acts of thoughtful-
ness make your home more inviting
to yourself and others. Moving with
the seasons is about being in tune
with life. It’s autumn: let’s withdraw
to pause, reflect and settle.

Hear Rikki talk about renovating
and design: Sundays at 5pm on
2UE (954 AM).

Unwanted terrace lacked only buyers with vision

Let it all in . . . light and a sense of spaces permeate both the living and dining areas in a house that had ‘‘no design limitations’’.

Trisha Croaker
From the Drawing Board

W hen Susan and
Robert Feltaous
found their dream
home in Annandale it

was a house ‘‘no one wanted, and
that couldn’t be sold’’. It was a derel-
ict two-storey Victorian terrace con-
verted into flats, with a shamble of
lean-tos, and a contaminated ware-
house at the rear. A 12-metre high
heritage wall ran the entire length of
the 70-metre northern elevation.

Susan saw beauty and potential
in it all.

‘‘We knew it needed a lot of work,
but the terrace could be restored.
We could use the footprint of the
lean-tos and warehouse to give us
greater floor-to-space ratio than
normally allowable in the inner city,
and the heritage wall was absolutely
beautiful,’’ she said.

Architect Will Fung and designer
Tina Engelen of CO-AP Architects
were engaged to design a four-
bedroom family home with the
Feltaouses acting as owner-builders.
They prepared a comprehensive
brief of requirements, including a
‘‘budgetary limit but no design limit-
ations’’. Fung said: ‘‘The site was

closely bounded by units to the
south-west and warehouse apart-
ments to the north, while the west
and east offered framed views to
trees and green streetscape.

‘‘Considering these, we unfolded
new additions along the length of the
site, with floor levels corresponding to
the natural topography – resulting in a

series of split levels and courtyards.
‘‘We thought the wall, which

everyone shied away from, and why
the property wouldn’t sell, was
amazing. We saw history in it. It
wasn’t perfect and was heritage-
listed – so we faced the house to it
rather than away from it.’’

A new front door and entry area

were positioned at the rear of the
terrace and act to bridge new and
old. The terrace was restored and
altered to accommodate bedrooms,
bathrooms and a home office.

A single-storey loggia, which
expands and contracts in size and
shape, winds around and up into the
living/dining/kitchen space at the

rear of the block. All new spaces
relate to or wrap around the light-
filled central courtyard and wall, and
offer views from inside to outside
and back inside, in the tradition of
many Asian houses.

The result is a calm, light retreat
of a house less than half an hour from
the CBD.


